Increased number of dendritic epidermal T cells associated with induced anagen phase of hair cycles.
With the use of immunofluorescent staining we investigated the number and the morphologic and phenotypic changes of murine dendritic epidermal T cells (DETC) at various phases of the hair cycle that were synchronized by depilation. The epidermis on day 1 after depilation contained a small number of DETC, round DETC populated at perifollicular space on day 7, and then a large number of DETC with conspicuous dendrites were found mainly at interfollicular space on day 10. This suggests that the in situ proliferation of DETC may be correlated at least partly to the hair cycle, and that hair follicles, which are major skin appendages, may be involved in cutaneous immunity.